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AGRICULTURAL  SITUATION  REVIEW.  Wedne  sday_,  Apr  A. 

KOT  FOR  PUBLICATION 

ANNOUNCEMENT:     Once  each  month.   Station    goes  on  the  air  with  Uncle 

Sam's  AGRICULTUR^iL  SITUATION  REVIEW  radio  talk.     The  REVIEW,  as  of  April  1 
sa^s  that  the  grov/ing  season  isn't  so  far  advanced  as  it  was  at  this  time  in 

1927         that  American  farmers  are  planting  more  feed  grains  this  year   and 

that...  But  v;aitl  County  Agent  Robbins,  radio  spokesman  for  the  U.  S.  Lepart- 
ment  of  Agriculture,  is  telling  Jim  Todd,  farmer,  all  about  it.  So  why  should 
we  interfere.     Please  stand  by  for  the  Robbins- Todd  talk.    Robbins  leads  off. 

 ooOoo  

About  the  first  of  each  month,   I  get  a  copy  of  Uncle  Sam's  Little  Blue 

Book. 

That's  what  I  call  the  AGRICULTURAL  SITUATION  REVIEW,  published  by  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

I  carry  it  with  me  on  my  rounds  for  the  first  week  of  each  month.  ■  It 
comes  in  handy  when  I  v;ant  to  give  the  farmers  of  Fairfields  county  a  broad 
view  of  what  American  farmers  are  doing. 

I  had  a  copy  with  me  when  I  went  out  to  see  Todd  early  this  morning. 

Todd  had  just  finished  brealrfact  and  I  found  him  out  in  the  barnyard. 
For  once,  he  seemed  to  have  a  little  time  on  his  hands. 

"Seems  to  me,  Robbins,"  he  said,  when  v/e  had  passed  the  time  of  day, 
"that  we're  having  rather  a  late  spring  around  here." 

"I  hear  that  the  grov;ing  season  isn't  so  far  advanced  as  v/as  the  case 
i        a  year  ago,  for  the  country  as  a  vrhole,"  I  said.     "Storms  and  cold  v/eather  have 
'        held  preparations  for  spring  planting  back  over  a  lot  of  the  country.     This  is 
the  case  even  in  the  South.     last  spring,   things  were  moving  along  nicely 
about  April  1st.    But  I  hear  that  the  orchardists  aren't  complaining  because 
the  cold  weather  has  held  back  the  fruit  buds." 

"Say,  where  do  you  hear  all  that?"  Toda  asked. 

I  took  the  Little  Blue  Book  out  of  ray  pocket  and  pointed  to  it.  "This 
is  my  guide,  Jim,"  I  said. 

"I  see,"    Todd  said.     "Does  the  book  say  anything  about  the  farmers' 
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crop  plans  for  this  year?" 

"Yes,"  I  said,     "The  Department  of  Agriculture  received  reports  from 
about  50  thousand  farmers  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  last  month,  telling  about 
their  intentions  to  plant.     The  reports  indicate  plans  to  increase  the  acreage 
of  main  crops,   (not  including  cotton),  about  three  per  cent  over  that  harvested 
in  1927.     The  main  shifts  planned  are  a  reduction  in  the  acreage  of  hard  spring 

wheat,  and  a  material  increase  in  potatoes  and  tobacco         also  some  increase 

in  the  plantings  of  feed  grains. 

"The  northern  spring  \/heat  belt  indicates  plans  to  reduce  hard  red  spring 
wheat  acreage  about  eight  per  cent,"  I  went  on,  "but  farmers  in  that  section 
are  planning  to  increase  durum  v/heat  about  15  per  cent  and  flax  14  per  cent. 
But  the  Little  Blue  Book  says  that  recent  improvements  in  the  market  prospects 
suggest  that  any  great  reduction  of  hard  spring  v/heat  acreage  in  favor  of  durum 
wheat,  might  not  be  the  most  profitable  thing  to  do," 

"Ho"..  about  potatoes?"  Todd  asked.     "Are  any  increases  planned  in  that 

crop?" 

"Yes,    Potato  growers  report  plans  to  increase  the  acreage  12  per  cent  over 

1827,     I  said.     "If  this  is  carried  out  and  if  the  crop  yields  up  to  the 

average         there'll  likely  be  an  unfavorable  potato  market  next  fall.  The 

largest  potato  increases  planned  seem  to  be  in  the  East,  but  the  West  and  South 
are  also  talking  more  potatoes.    For  three  years,  potatoes  have  been  a  profitable 
crop  for  many  growers.    But  profits  will  be  in  danger  this  year  if  farmers  over- 
do their  plantings.     This  is  especially  true  for  farmers  who  live  quite  a  distance 
from  the  market." 

"'what  was  that  you  were  saying  about  the  feed  grains?"  asked  Todd. 

"I  was  going  to  say,  Jim,  that  in  the  case  of  feed  grains,  reports  show 
that  farmers  are  planning  to  increase  their  corn  acreage  slightly  this  year. 

Also  their  barley  acreage  but  plans  indicate  a  small  reduction  of  oats  plantings. 

The  coxintry's  feed  requirements  are  relatively  heavy  this  year,  Todd.  That's 
due  to  the  large  nmber  of  hogs  and  also  to  the  fact  that  improved  prices  for 
beef  and  (^i.ry  products  have  stimulated  grain  feeding.    But  I'm  v/ondering  if 

farmers  can  increase  their  barley  acreage  24  per  cent         as  the  reports  say 

they  plan  to  do         and  still  make  it  pay. 

"Anyho..,  Jim,"  I  went  on,  "the  Little  Blue  Book  sums  it  up  like  this:  'In 
general,  it  seems  that  the  major  crops  have  been  profitable  enough  to  keep  up 
their  acreages  and  even  to  encourage  some  expansion  this  season.     This  applies 
to  most  crops,  except  the  horse  feeds  like  timothy  hay  and  oats,  where  demand 
has  permanently  fallen  off.    However,   in  most  important  lines  of  farm  production, 
profits  are  still  scaled  very  close  to  the  line,  and  any  marked  increase  in 
output  usvially  brings  down  the  price.     The  evidence  suggests  that  this  fact 
should  be  kept  in  mind  this  spring  particularly,  by  growers  of  barley,  potatoes, 
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durum, wheat ,  and  certain  types  of  tobacco." 

"How  do  things  look  in  the  Corn  Belt?"  Todd  asked. 

"Field  work  and  the  growing  season  are  "both  backv/ard  theie  ,  the  Blue 
Book  says,"  I  told  him.     "Storms  and  cold  x;eather  last  month  held  things  up. 
Winter  wheat  looks  decidedly  spotted,  and  much  of  the  late- sown  wheat  will 
be  plowed  up  in  the  Ohio  Valley.    Oats  seeding  is  going  forward  where  the 
land  could  be  prepared.     Some  rather  heavy  losses  to  lambs  and  early  pigs 
have  been  reported.     There  has  also  been  some  damage  to  peach  buds,  althoxagh 
most  fruit  was  so  retarded  as  to  be  safe.  Corn  Belt  farmers  are  talking  slight 
increases  in  corn  acreage.     Some  reduction  in  the  pig  crop  is  considered  prob- 
able this  year." 

"I  have  a  brother  who  lives  in  the  East,"  Todd  said,  "and  he  writes 
that  conditions  are  rather  backward  there  too.     Does  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture report  bear  him  out  in  that?" 

"The  Blue  Book  says  that  conditions  are  backv.ard  in  the  East  as  to 
field  work  and  crop  growth,  Todd,"  I  told  him.  "The  region  had  heavy  snow  and  rains 
part  of  last  month  and  generally  cold,  rav/  weather  during  much  of  March.  Som.e 
spring  grain  is  in  in  the  south,  but  plowing  is  just  beginning  in  the  north- 
eastern States.     Fruit  buds  are  backward,  and  this  is  considered  favorable 
by  orchardists  and  farmers.    Maple  sugar  is  nov/  in  the  making.     Dairymen  are 
beginning  to  feel  some  pressure  from  higher  feed  prices,  but  the  poultrymen 
report  a  fairly  profitable  winter." 

Todd  wanted  to  know  if  things  looked  any  better  in  the  South, 

I  told  him  that  the  reports  say  the  South  is  considerably  behind  last 
spring  as  to  growing  season.    Work  was  held  up  last  month  by  rains,  and  growth 
was  sieved  down  by  frosts  and  cold  waves.     Crop  v/ork  is  now  going  ahead  at  a 
fair  rate.     Corn,  potatoes,  and  truck  crops  are  mainly  in  the  ground  now  and 
are  growing  in  the  more  southern  sections.    Around  the  Gulf  territory,  consider- 
able land  is  ready  for  cotton  and  some  has  been  planted.     Fruit  is  developing 

slowly        peaches  are  coming  into  blossom         strawberries  ripened  slowly, 

but  shipments  are  increasing  from  the  Gulf  country.     General  grain  and  pasture 
conditions  are  fair  to  poor. 

"But  things  look  better  in  the  range  country,  Todd,"  I  said.  "Generally 
favorable  reports  come  from  this  region.     Last  month's  snows  and  rains  gave 
plenty  of  soil  moisture  nearly  everywhere  except  in  parts  of  New  Mexico.  Live 
stock  came  through  the  \,inter  in  fair  to  good  condition.     Lam.bing  is  in  pro- 
gress, with  a  fairly  good  lamb  crop  and  favorable  weather  conditions  for  saving 
it.     Stock  is  moving  onto  the  summer  ranges  in  the  pouth.     Cows  are  high  in 
price  and  the  cattlemen  are  generally  optimistic." 

"That's  fine,"  said  Todd.  "What  about  the  wheat  Belt?" 
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"I  hear  on  the  best  authority  that  the  western  plains  territory  had 
much-needed  snow  and  rain  last  month  and  the  v/heat  that  was  still  alive  ha? 
begun  to  respond,  although  grov/th  is  slov;,"  I  told  him.     "Considerable  grain, 
however,  never  got  s\ifficient  start  to  v/eather  the  dry  spell  and  freezing, 
and  the  talk  suggests  that  considerable  wheat  acreage  is  going  to  be  abandoned. 
In  the  northern  sections,  there's  some  tendency  to  cut  hard  spring  wheat 
acreage  and  increase  durum  wheat  and  flax.     Preparation  of  land  and  seeding  are 
in  full  sv7ing. 

"Out  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  spring  work  is  going  ahead  rapidly.  Seeding 
of  grains  and  early  crops  is  well  along  in  the  north.    Apricots  and  peaches 
and  cherries  are  in  bloom.    Farmers  are  shearing  cheep.    Weather  and  growing 
conaitions  are  favorable  in  California,  except  in  some  sections  where  it's 
too  dry.     Spring  truck  crops  are  planted,  for  the  mo ^t  part.     Shipments  of 
early  truck  continue  in  the  south,     Valencia  oranges  will  be  harvested  short- 
ly." 

"V.ell,"  said  Todd,  "that  gives  a  man  a  pretty  fair  idea  of  how  the 
country  looks  as  a  whole." 

"Right,"  said  I.     "And  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  country's  farms  doesn't 
hurt  us  any,  either." 

Then  Toda  went  to  the  barn  to  hitch  up  his  team*    He  told  me  he  had  a 
bit  of  drilling  to  do.     I  went  On  to  pay  a  visit  to  a  friend  a  bit  farther  down 
the  road. 

 ooOoo  

ANIIOUFCEMEI^ :  Another  AGHICULTUPAL  SITUATION  REVISV  will  be  released  by  the 

Department  of  Agriculture  through  Station   ,  on  Monday,  May  7,  V.'atch 

for  it. 
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